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190 ANNA-MARIA DI SCIULLO AND ANGELA RALLI

4. COMPOUNDS AND THEMATIC STRUCTURE

In this paper, the study of theta-role saturation in Greek compounds relies on the
following assumptions:

a) Theta-roles are not linearly represented but only configurationally. As it will
become clear below, this assumption may partly account for the representation of
theta-roles in the grammar and their saturation inside compounds.

b) The configurational approach of theta-roles should be viewed in conjunction
with Kayne's (1994) proposal according to which, in a linguistic expression, the
order of constituents determines the structural relation between them. That is, an
element that precedes the head of a configuration is an adjunct and an element that
follows the head is a complement. It follows then, that in a compound, a category
that precedes the head is an adjunct. This also follows from Di Sciullo & Williams’
(1987) Relativized Head Hypothesis, according to which the head of a word with
respect to a given feature F is the rightmost F-marked constituent.

c) Arguments in compounds are considered to be nominal categories in adjunct
position. However, an argument may also appear in head position when it is
represented by a suffix, as shown in Di Sciullo (1992). Thus, in the simplified
representation given under (12), the noun stem orghan, being in the adjunct position
with respect to the derived-inflected noun pehtis, saturates the Theme role of the
base verb. Moreover, the suffix -fis saturates the Agent role of the verb but, this
time, it is the suffix which is in head position.® The fact that the suffix -tis saturates
the Agent theta-role in this type of compounds has been already pointed out by
Kakouriotis (1993) for Greek and by Di Sciullo (1992) for Italian and English.’

(12) N (orghanopehtis "instrument-player"'?)
!\
N N
| 7%
|V N
L
orghan peh tis

d) With respect to the semantic interpretation of compounds whose nominal
constituents have no independent definite reference in syntax and generally have a
generic/indefinite reading, it is assumed, following Di Sciullo (1993), that this
interpretation is not descriptive. As stated above, this is considered to be a
consequence of the fact that compound structures, as other word formations, are
adjunct-head structures at MF/LF where they receive an interpretation and that only
X° predicative meaning can be obtained at that interface.

According to Di Sciullo (1996a), compounds are adjunct-head structures at the
interface (cf. (13)) but they may not be at Spell-Out (cf. (14)), given independent

GREEK COMPOUNDS 191

properties of the languages. Thus, in (13a), the adjunct is not related/linked to an
argument position e, as it is the case in (13b). Furthermore, no legitimate compound
structure may include overtly both adjunct and complement positions at Spell-Out,
as in (15), the core cases of compounds being two membered categories.

(13)a. X b. X
!\ /N
adjunct X adjunct X
!\
X e
14 X
/\
X Compl
(15) * X
/\
adjunct X
!\
X Compl

Since compounds in Greek, as it is the case in English, have the adjunct-head
structure at Spell-Out and the adjunct may or may not be linked to an argument
position as schematized in (13), we predict that various semantic roles may be
expressed in these compounds:

(16)  Greek:

a. aloghokleftis < alogh- kleftis (Theme)
'horse-thief, lit. stealer' 'horse' 'thief'

b. Turkokratumenos < Turk- =~ kratumenos (Agent)
‘occupied by Turks' "Turk' 'occupied'

c. oksighonokolisi < oksighon- kolisi (Instrument)
'welding, lit. attaching with oxygen' 'oxygen' 'attaching'

d. plakostrosi < plak- strosi (Instrument/Material)
'flat-stone-paving'  'stone' 'paving'

e. uranokatevatos < uran- katevatos (Location/Source)

'sky-come-down' 'sky' 'come-down'
f. aghrotodhaniodhotisi < aghrot- dhani- -dhotisi (Goal, Theme)"

‘farmer-loan-giving' 'farmer' 'loan' 'giving'
(17)  English:
a. exam-giving (Theme)
b. student-exam-giving (Goal, Theme)
c. wind-blown (flyer) (Agent)
d. mountain-sky-watching (can be fun) (Location, Theme)

This is not the case in Romance languages, where the head-complement
configuration is obtained at Spell-Out (cf. (14)), and thus a restricted set of semantic
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